
Environmental 
Education Program 

Programs are FREE to all schools and 

community groups in Ottawa County 

To request a program contact Becky Simpson,   
Education Specialist  

419-898-1595 
becky.simpson@ottawaswcd.com 

 
* view our You Tube Video by searching Ottawa SWCD  to see 

the above augmented reality sandbox in action!! 

Ottawa Soil and Water 

 Conservation District 

Education Program 
The Ottawa Soil and Water Conservation District offers FREE 

environmental programs for all age groups covering a variety of 

topics. These programs are designed to assist teachers in meeting 

the State Content Standards. Programs can range in time and can 

be adjusted based on age group.  Topics are not limited to those in 

the brochure.  Please contact the education specialist if you would 

like to schedule a presentation or a workshop covering any 

environmental topic.  

Mission Statement:  To assist, promote and educate 

our community in soil and water conservation. 

240 W Lake Street, Unit B 

Oak Harbor, OH  43449 

Phone: 419-898-1595 

E-mail: becky.simpson@ottawaswcd.com 

Website: www.ottawaswcd.com 

  National Curricula Offered: 
Project Learning Tree      Project WILD 

Science and Civics       Project WET 

Healthy Water/Healthy People        Project Seasons 

Growing up WILD   



Wildlife 
What animals are native to our area?  Students 
will have the opportunity to view and feel pelts 
from a variety of different animals. 
 
 
Seasons Through the Year 
Each season brings changes for people, animals 
and plants. Students will explore the four 
seasons and identify the events and processes 
that occur throughout the year. 

Food Webs 
Students learn about the relationships 
between producers, consumers, and 
decomposers within an ecosystem as they 
explore food webs and energy flow. 
 
Ecosystem Interactions 
What type of relationships exist between 
organisms? Students will learn about 
mutualism, commensalism and parasitism, 
while also exploring the characteristics, 
pathways, and problems associated with 
invasive species. 

Kindergarten Fifth 

Presentations that can be adapted for any 

grade: 
 Soil to Spoon– How does our food get to our plates? Students 

learn the process of how a seed becomes a whole food.   
 Owl Pellets– Students will learn about the various types of 

owls in Ohio.  They will also get the opportunity to dissect 
owl pellets. 

 Enviroscape– How do my actions affect those downstream? 
Students learn how pollution travels throughout a watershed 
using an interactive model. 

 Lake Erie Then & Now– Students will learn about Lake Erie 
and how it has changed throughout time, as well as how non-
point source pollution affects our waters. 

 Macroinvertebrates/Water Quality– What are 
macroinvertebrates? Students learn the importance of these 
tiny creates, as well as how to test water quality. 

*Topics are assigned based on grade level standards; 

however, presentations are available for any grade. 



Weathering and Erosion 
What is weathering, erosion, and deposition? 
Students learn about the forces that shape 
our earth and participate in activities that 
further explain these processes. 
 

*Presentation includes a stream table model; Due to the difficulty 
of transporting the model, we prefer to schedule consecutive 
presentations or house the model in a classroom overnight for 
presentations spanning several days. 
 

Landforms 
Students discuss the processes that change 
the surface of Earth and learn about various 
landforms. 
*Our office received a grant to build an augmented reality sandbox 
(pictured below).  This tool can be brought into your classroom to 
show the different landforms and how they can impact water flow 
over the landscape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* view our You Tube Video by searching Ottawa SWCD  to see the 
above augmented reality sandbox in action!! 

Wildlife 
What do animals need to survive?  What 
animals are native to our area?  Students will 
have the opportunity to view and feel pelts 
from a variety of different animals and learn 
about their habitats. 
 
Water Cycle 
How is water naturally recycled? Students 
will learn about the different steps of the 
water cycle through a hands-on activity 
where they will explore the journey of water 
throughout the earth’s different 
environments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth First 



Second Third 

Worms and Composting 
Why are worms important?  Students will 
explore the world of a worm and make a 
classroom worm composter with live worms. 
 
Extinction 
Why do animals become extinct?  Students 
explore past animal extinctions and learn 
what animals are at risk today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rocks 
What is the difference between igneous, 
metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks? 
Students will explore the rock cycle and 
investigate different properties of rocks using 
hands-on activities. 
 
 
Soil vs. Dirt 
Is there a difference between soil and dirt? 
Students get dirty learning the ingredients that 
make up soil.  They will also explore the 
different layers of soil and make their own soil 
profile. 
 
 
Adaptations  
Animals have certain body features and 
behaviors that help them find and eat food. 
Students will learn adaptations as they try to 
“eat” using various bird beaks. In addition, 
students will have the opportunity to create 
their own fish using specified adaptations. 
 

*Topics are assigned based on grade level standards; 

however, presentations are available for any grade. 


